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“When Should We Gather Together?”
By: Walter Pendleton

church even when they are
professes to be a believer not gathered together (I Cor
he question asked, and views gathering together 14:23a) and thus there is a
and more directly as a chore or a bore has aplurality of churches. The
stated, would be this, when false profession. church, universally speak-
should believers assemble Before we proceed with ing, is every individual for
together as the church? Isanswering the question a whom Christ shed His blood
there a day that we should few erroneous ideas need beand is Head (Acts 20:28;
meet? Most all who profess addressed for proper foun- Eph. 1:22-23; 5:25; Heb.
to be believers in Christ dation. (IMWedonot“goto 12:23) and is thus one
would agree that we should church” thus the question churchAll references like:
meet as an assembhdl was not, “When should we “Yetinthe church...” (1 Cor
who are truly believers in go to church?” This makes 14:19) does not refer to the
Christ desire and enjoy the church a place or even aplace or building but the as-

meeting as an assembly building. Many hold to that
gathered in common faith view but scripture does not.
and fellowship around the The church, locally speak-
gospel of God free and ing, is that body of believers
reigning grace manifested in in Christin any given local-
the person and work of ity (Acts 11:22; Rom. 1:7;
Christ. That person who 16:1 etc.), and they are the

By: Joe Galuszek HtiO1148

ohn10:11 lamthegood only one good and that is God.
J shepherd: the good shep- The young man did not call Him
herd giveth his life for the sheep. good after that. Here, Christ
The hired man may run names Himself as the Good
away, butthe Shepherd willnot. Shepherd. He is God; He is good.
When the wolf comes (the wolf How is the Good Shep-
will come, perhaps in sheep’s herddifferent? He will give His life
clothing), the hireling will flee, but  for His sheep. Jesus Christ did
the Shepherd will stay and defend give His life for His sheep. “Now
His sheep. However, please the God of peace, that brought
notice Jesus Christis not justthe again from the dead our Lord
Shepherd. He is the Good Jesus, that great shepherd of the
Shepherd. Thisreminds me ofthe sheep, through the blood of the
time when the rich young man everlasting covenant, Make you
came to Christ and said, “Good perfectin every good work to do
master.” Christ asked him; why his will, working in you that which
do you call me good? Thereis John 10 cont. Page 3

sembly itself. (2) Our gath-

ering together is not, in it-

self, our worship and ser-
vice. Those who hold to this
erroneous view also have
the idea that the more they
gather the more they are
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worshiping and serving, thus Paul did not explain the sig-

16:2). The very fact that

they gather often, and since nificance of this “first day”

prayer song, and preaching

implies the brethrens’ prior

becomes boring they gather knowledge of the practice.

for just about anything un-
der the sun and call it wor-
ship and servic&Ve should

gather together to worship,
serve, learn and fellowship

All churches of orthodox
doctrine hold to this practice,
even todayTradition is not

only good but it is vital as
well (cf. Il Thess. 3:6). Nev-

(Acts 15:1-29). Paul held a
meeting on a riverbank on
the sabbath day (Acts 16:13-
14). Clearlythese meetings
were not that of those things
Paul calls “the traditions
taught” but as God in His
wise providence allowed.
In summarywe should

gather together as the

in the gospeM/e also wor  ertheless, we are never told church, as a matter of com-
ship, serve, learn, and canto make our own traditions mon faith and practice, on
sometimes even find fellow- but to hold to what has al- the first day of the weeko
ship throughout the whole of ready been established (Il gather together any other
every daywhether gathered Thess. 2:15)The NewTles- time is certainly acceptable,
together as an assembly ortament scriptures alone dic- but if it has been made into
in our everyday lives. tate our faith and practice. the tradition and is de-
So then, when should be- We dare not add to or take manded as a rule of faith and
lievers gather together as thefrom that authoritp)®Ve are  practice then someone has
church? The practice of our given no exact time to meet overstepped their bounds!
early brethren in Christwas on the first day nor given Many meet Sunday morn-
to gather together upon the any exact length of time to ings and Sunday nights, then
first day of the week (Acts meet that dgypout meetwe again onWednesday or
20:7). Clearlythere are at should with all expectation Thursday or Friday nightin
least three things associatedand joy of the fellowship of a mid-week service [some
with this day (1) Our Lord the saints (Heb. 10:24-25). term these mid-week ser-
was raised out from among Scripture also reveals that vices has “Prayer Meeting”
the dead on the first day of the brethren also meet at where praying is the least
the week (Mk. 16:9). (2) The various other times and on thing they do], at least one
resurrection of Christis the occasion other days of the “Revival”’ or “Conference”
central theme of the gospel week. In researching the meeting a yeathen several
(Rom. 1:1-4; | Carl5:1- various accounts we find other appointed meetings
4...). (3) The brethren had these meetings not as a mat{ust for fun Christian events
the tradition [a precept ter of tradition but of provi- dotted at various times
handed down to be prac- dence, expediengyr neces- throughoutthe yeakny ar
ticed] of meeting on the first sity. For instance, Paul gumentdemanding one or
day of the week. This third preached at Ephesus for amore of these added days of
pointis even more clearly re- total of somewhere around meeting, or ridiculing others
vealed in reading Paglbr  two years and three months, who do not, or basing faith-
der to the church at Corinth, and in the latter two years fulness to God on such
with the same order being Paul spoke every day (Acts added meetings, on the ba-
given to the church at 19:8-10)A special meeting sis of its better to meet more
Galatia, concerning their was held in Jerusalem, with is based on human opinion.
laying by them in store, that many in attendance, against| recently heard a preacher
they do so “Upon the first the legalistic teaching of cir- on the radio sawfter hav-
day of the week...” (I Cor cumcision for salvation Gather............................ Page 3
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------------- Gather (Cont.) He is the Good Shepherd. H& Yeofer polluted bread upon mine altar;
ing announced their Sundaynows His job and never fails. Heis  andye sayVherein have we polluted
morning Sunday school timenot the mediocre shepherd. Christ thee? Inthatye sahe table of the
and their Sunday Morningis not the incompetent shepherd. LORDiscontemptible.
preaching time and their SunThis God-Man knows every sheef And if ye ofer the blind for sacrificés
day evening preaching timdsy name and calls them. They
and their mid-week servicdollow Him, for He is the Good
time: “We have a full sched-Shepherd. He laid His life down for
ule of services.” He did notthe sheep, and He took up His life

say “This is our full sched- again for His sheep. He is seated at

it not evil? and if ye offer the lame
and sickjs it not evil? offer it now
unto thy governor; will he be pleased
with thee, or accept thy person? saith
the LORD of hosts.

ule of services.” His actualthe right hand of the Father, an8And now| pray you, beseech God that
words clearly imply that any-Christ ever lives to make interces-
one who does not have sucion for His children.

does not have a full schedule!
Not one scripture can be
given to prove its better to de-

wisdom appointed as a mat-
ter of faith and practice!

..... J ohn 10 (cont.)

Mal 1:1-14

he will be gracious unto us: this hath
been by your means: will he regard
your persons? saith the LORD of
hosts.

10 Whais thereeven among you that
mand more than God in Hist The burden of the word of the  would shutthe doofsr nough® nei-

LORD to Israel by Malachi.

2 I have loved you, saith the LORD.

Yet ye sayWherein hast thou
loved us\asnot Esau Jacod’

ther do ye kindlére on mine altar for
nought. I have no pleasure in you,
saith the LORD of hosts, neither will

| accept an offering at your hand.

iswellpleasing in his sight, through  brother? saith the LORD: yet 111 Forfromthe rising of the sun even unto

Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for

loved Jacob,

ever and ever. Amen” (Hebrew$ And | hated Esau, and laid his moun-

13:20-21). Christ is the Great
Shepherd. He literally shed His

tains and his heritage waste for the

dragons of the wilderness.

blood for His people, the blood o4 Whereas Edom saiti\e are im-

the everlasting covenant. He paid
the price for the sin of His children.
Now believers are to do the will of
the Great Shepherd. Believers
were lost even though they had

poverished, but we will return and
build the desolate places; thus

the going down of the same my name
shall begreat among the Gentiles; and
in every place incenshall beof-
fered unto my name, and a pure of-
fering: for my namshall begreat
among the heathen, saith the LORD
of hosts.

saith the LORD of hosts, They12 Butye have profaned it, in that yg say

shall build, but I will throw down;
and they shall call them, The bor-

been purchased, redeemed, 2,000 der of wickedness, and, The
years ago. “For ye were as sheep people againstwhom the LORD 3 Ye said also, Behold, what a weariness

going astray; but are now returned

hath indignation for ever

unto the Shepherd and Bishop & And your eyes shall see, and ye

your souls” (1 Peter 2:25). The

shall sayr'he LORD will be mag-

Good Shepherd seeks, finds and nified from the border of Israel.
brings in His lost sheep. They A son honourethisfatherand a
already were sheep. They already servant his master: if thebéa

fatheywherés mine honour? and 14 But cursetlethe deceiver, which hath

were His. He seeks and finds them,
they do find Him but only after He
has found them. He brings them
into His flock and feeds them.
Without Him, none would be
found. With Him, all are found, for

if | bea mastewheras my fear?
saith the LORD of hosts unto you,
O priests, that despise my name.
And ye sayWherein have we
despised thy name?

The table of the LORI3 polluted;
and the fruit thereagverhis meais
contemptible.

is it! and ye have snuffed at it, saith
the LORD of hosts; and ye brought
thatwhich wagom, and the lame, and

the sick; thus ye brought an offering:
should I accept this of your hand?
saith the LORD.

in his flock a male, and voweth, and
sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt
thing: for lama great King, saith the
LORD of hosts, and my nane
dreadful among the heathen.
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Newsletter

The Newsletter is placed on the website each time. It will be in PDF format.

This will require you to have the adobe reader to view it and print it out if you
would like. You can go to theAdobe site and download theiviewer for free.

Pamphlets

We have some pamphlets on the website, you should be able to see thenethr
and print them out. They will be in the PDF format as well.

CDs

We now have our Sunday morning messages on CD as wgll as
on theWebsite in MP3 format.

Ar ticles on theWeb
We also have some messages on the site that may not hage ap-
peared in our newsletter

MailingAddress:
SovereignGrace Chapel
POBox15

Kellysville, W\/24732

Sovereign Grace Chpel Web Page:
http:/mwwsgchapel.com



